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ABOUT DATA



DATA ARE…



DATA ARE…

• Behind averages and standard deviations
• Images, blots, gels
• Qualitative information, answers to interviews and surveys
• ...the necessary information to evaluate, re-use, or reproduce 

your research!



DATA LIFE CYCLE
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The DataONE Data Life Cycle

https://www.dataone.org/data-life-cycle
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TERMINOLOGY

Open Data
Part of the Open Access (OA) movement. Data that can be freely used, re-used, re-
distributed (under CC-BY license)

Data Publication
Sharing your data publicly (open data) in a repository or platform that grants DOIs or 
stable identifiers for the purpose of re-use

Data Repository
Place where data can be preserved, accessible, and citable



SHARING DATA



WORKING STORAGE =/= PRESERVATION

Challenges and Opportunities (2011). Science.

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.331.6018.692


Michener et al (1997). Nongeospatial metadata for the ecological sciences.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2269427


GET CREDIT FOR YOUR DATA

Figshare, “The State of Open Data"

https://figshare.com/blog/The_State_of_Open_Data_-_A_figshare_report_on_global_trends_around_open_data/252


Figshare: “How Open Science Helps Researchers Succeed.”

https://knowledge.figshare.com/articles/item/how-open-science-helps-researchers-succeed






ABOUT DASH

• UC Curation Center (UC3) at California Digital Library (CDL) developed 
Dash to meet scholarly needs for data sharing

• Overlay for standards-compliant repositories (Merritt)

• Open-source

• Intuitive self-service interface for research data management

”Dash: Data Sharing Made Easy at the University of California”

https://dash.ucop.edu/stash
https://doi.org/10.2218/ijdc.v11i1.408


FEATURES



BENEFITS OF DASH

• Data are archived indefinitely

• Data can be published at any time
• Data can be versioned

• Data can be uploaded directly or through a 
“manifest” (list of URLs)

• Up to 100 GB of data can be uploaded at once

• No limit on file type
• Related works can be linked

• All data receive a DOI

• Link to ORCID ID
• Dash is a UC project

https://dash.ucop.edu/stash
https://orcid.org/


A QUICK TUTORIAL























SENSITIVE DATA



• Creative Commons licenses allow you to choose
restrictions for your data

• Dash only allows the first two licenses
• The user (you) are responsible for anonymizing your 

data if necessary

https://creativecommons.org/
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides/license-research-data


MISCONCEPTIONS & SOLUTIONS

• De-identification should be within the realm of your IRB approvals
• If data cannot be shared publicly, data should be available upon 

request 
• Subject area does not imply sensitive: 
• Ex. Abortion (laws) v Abortion (personal responses)

• Institutions & repositories working on solutions for sharing and 
storing sensitive data 

https://datashare.ucsf.edu/stash/dataset/doi:10.7272/Q65H7D63
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0128832


QUESTIONS
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